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Monthly Report – NOVEMBER 2012 

Projects Abroad Human Rights Office, Cape Town 

 
Social Justice Project Updates 
 

 St Anne’s – We did a Workshop on Gender Equality, we did this in a presentation format with the 
participation of the women. It was an amazing workshop as the women did not know that everyone 
has the same rights no matter what gender or race and through this workshop the women were 
empowered to stand up for their rights and what they believe in. We also did a presentation on 
Oprah Winfrey as she is the most Successful, Influential and inspirational woman in the world. We 
also have regular computer lessons, which the women are really working hard on and using the 
computer skill learnt in finding jobs. 

 Sisters Incorporated – This month there were no women as Sisters Incorporated for us to see as 
most of them got jobs and some were at interviews. 
 

Young in Prison  

 Huis Vredelus  - This month at Vredelus we did a drug awareness workshop, teaching the ladies 
what the most common drugs are that are being used, what the dangers of drugs are to your health 
and how it can ruin your relationship with family and friends. We also did a workshop on foreign 
countries again as the ladies requested to learn more about the different counties of the world.  We 
also did a fun workshop where we did manicures and pedicures, which they really enjoyed. A Self 
Expression workshop was done through drawing and comparing yourself to animals, the ladies 
found this extremely interesting and got to discover more about themselves. Most people are 
naturally creative and are somehow aware that they’ve cut off this unique part of themselves and 
therefore the self-expression workshop has helped the ladies be and feel more positive about 
themselves and their future. 

 Ottery Education – Ottery was closed for workshops as most of the boys were sent home for their 
school holidays. 

 BONNYTOUN – We also did the same drug awareness workshop at Bonnytoun as we did at Ottery, 
which the youth also found interesting as they never knew drugs had such a major negative impact 
on people’s lives. We also showed them how to be creative and make their own Christmas cards, 
without having to spend money on purchasing one. We also did team building exercises, such as 
playing soccer games, putting them in groups and playing games with them. They worked really well 
as a group; however as individuals they are also making excellent progress. 

 



2 

 

Legal Services Updates 

We have recently been experiencing problems with refugees who obtained their permits from other 
parts of SA and how permits for Refugees from Congo’s permits are being renewed for a limited period. 

We have a large number of clients coming to us with this problem; particularly from Congo, but not 
exclusively (we have some Somali clients as well). When they renew their permits they are frequently 
being given 3 months or 12 months, but some as little as one month when they should be given four 
years. 

Maria has spoken to the Director of Refugee Reception Office, Santo Mohapeloa on 22nd November 
2012. She asked him why some of our clients have not been given their permits for four years, or even 
for the same period of time as their previous ones. Mr. Mohapeloa stated that when a refugee’s permit 
is concluded, its renewal is automatically issued for the same period of time and that a re-evaluation has 
to take place. Mr. Mohapeloa informed Maria that the reason that some of our clients are only given 3 
months or 12 months is because the Refugee Reception Office has most likely found a problem in their 
file and so have given them a limited extension so as to red-flag them until the problem is sorted out. 

For the refugees who initially obtained their permits from other parts of SA, while before they have 
been renewing them from Cape Town, they are now being told that they must return to the original 
place the permits were issued to get them renewed. Most of our clients cannot afford to do this, and so 
we have been trying to get the DHA to transfer their files to the Cape Town office. The DHA however has 
continuously failed to do so or even respond to our requests. The Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town is 
taking the DHA to court over their failure to transfer files and the court case is due to be heard on 06th 
December 2012. 

Legal Clinics 

Due to the change in season (Summer is here), there has been a rise in client numbers.  The new case 
work cases ranging from divorce and maintenance, domestic violence, intestate succession and reckless 
credit.  


